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The Theology of the New Testament. By George Barker 
Stevens, Ph.D., D.D., Dwight Professor of Systematic 
Theology in Yale University. " International Theological 
Library." New York : Chas. Scribner's Sons, 1899. Pp. 

xvi + 617. $2.50. 

Professor Stevens is already well known in the department of 
study to which this volume belongs. His works, Pauline Theology and 
Johannine Theology, are among the few really important contributions 
yet made by America to New Testament theology, and it is therefore 
with no small interest that this present work has been awaited. A 
careful study of its contents will convince one that anticipation has in 
the largest way been justified, and that its author has given us the most 
compact and usable treatise we have as yet. 

Professor Stevens has varied but little the customary divisions of 
his subject. The work falls into seven parts: (1) " The Teaching of 
Jesus according to the Synoptic Gospels," (2) " The Teaching of Jesus 
according to the Fourth Gospel," (3) " The Primitive Apostolic Teach- 
ing," (4) "The Theology of Paul," (5) "The Theology of the Epistle 
to the Hebrews," (6) "The Theology of the Apocalypse," (7) "The 
Theology of John." Under (3) he discusses the teaching of the 
discourses of Acts and the epistles of Jame3, Jude, and Peter. So 
far as the genuineness of these much-debated epistles is concerned, 
Professor Stevens takes a discriminating position. Second Peter he 
cannot regard as genuine (p. 256), but, although believing it later than 
the lifetime of the apostle, does not assign it to any specific date. 
Concerning First Peter he declares " we may feel a high degree of con- 
fidence that the epistle is genuine " (p. 253). Jude and James he also 
holds to be probably authentic. In any case, he maintains they repre- 
sent the (primitive) form of Christian teaching before Paul's influence 
had been felt. So far as the other epistles of the New Testament are 
concerned, Professor Stevens makes very cautious statements, but not 
only regards Romans (p. 182), Corinthians, Galatians (p. 182), Thessa- 
lonians, and Philippians as commonly accepted to be beyond question 
Pauline, but admits Colossians and Ephesians as possessing something 
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more than a mere Pauline basis. The pastoral epistles he declines to 
use as a basis for a presentation of the Pauline teaching, except as they 
are sustained by passages from the ten letters, whose genuineness he 
believes that he is "justified in assuming." That such a critical position 
is eminently fair will be generally admitted. As to the Apocalypse, Pro- 
fessor Stevens appears to favor (although declining, p. 529, to express a 
positive opinion) a very modified Johannine authorship — in fact, one 
in which the apostle can only be said to have compiled and published 
one or more editions of the work, the component elements of which 
he found ready to his hand (p. 526). The other Johannine literature he 
regards as authentic. As regards the synoptic gospels, he accepts the 
current two-source theory. 

Criticism, however, is regarded by Professor Stevens as but a sub- 
ordinate office of the biblical theologian. " His primary task is not to 
trace the development of thought within the New Testament period, 
but to expound in systematic form the contents of the New Testament 

books It makes no essential difference for our purpose whether 

the epistles of James and Peter are pre-Pauline or post-Pauline " 
(p. 248). One is tempted to cross swords with Professor Stevens as 
to this conception of biblical theology ; but it is certainly true as far as 
it goes, and, having once adopted it, he has certainly been consistent. 
Yet we should have been glad to have had his opinion as to the 
genetic relations of the various systems represented in the New Testa- 
ment. 

Interest in the volume will naturally be less in the sections dealing 
with the Pauline and Johannine theology, for here the author prac- 
tically restates the positions taken in his earlier books. By all means 
the most important sections of the book are those dealing with the 
teaching of Jesus. Throughout this discussion Professor Stevens' 
treatment is broad and scholarly. Perhaps one is inclined to feel that 
at times it is too formal and too little inspiring, but it is never care- 
less. Occasionally — and this is true elsewhere than in his treatment of 
the teaching of Jesus — one feels the lack of a hand-to-hand lexico- 
graphical struggle with some word ; but even in such cases the results 
of other men's work are so accurately stated that the reader is never at 
a loss for a definition. In one other particular we venture a criticism : 
the teaching of Jesus is not presented as radiating from a central con- 
ception, but rather by a series of essays on important subjects. But 
did Jesus think without a coordinating principle ? 

Perhaps the next most important section of the book for those 
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already acquainted with Professor Stevens' earlier work is that upon the 
theology of Hebrews. The difficulties of interpretation here have 
always been less than those involved in estimating the book's doctrinal 
significance for other than Alexandrine Judaism. Professor Stevens, 
as usual, discusses the difficulty frankly. He does not find in the 
book any philosophy of sacrifice beyond purely typological sugges- 
tions. Nor does he find — and who can be said to do so ? — a more 
elaborate theory of the atonement in the book than in the writings of 
Paul. Farthest possible is it from showing why sacrifice is necessary 
to forgiveness. 

We cannot here discuss further Professor Stevens' positions in 
detail, although some are well worth the most careful consideration. 
It must now suffice to express our appreciation of the work as a whole. 
Professor Stevens' cautious but unhesitating appeal to criticism as a 
means of getting at the exact thought of Jesus, his fair and systematic 
presentation of opposing opinions, his thorough sanity in matters like 
eschatology and the Apocalypse, and his unswerving devotion to evan- 
gelical positions, combine to make the volume one that will exercise a 
wide, if not an immediate, influence upon theological thought. In this 
particular it is likely to render an even greater service to popular 
theology than the works of Beyschlag, Weiss, and Wendt. 

S. M. 



The Book of Job. With Introduction and Notes. By Edgar C. 
S. Gibson, D.D. New York : The Macmillan Co. Pp. xxx 

+ 236. $1.25. 

This is the first volume of a newly projected series of commentaries 
upon the Bible to be edited by Professor Walter Lock, D.D. These are 
to be known as the Oxford Commentaries, and their purpose, as stated by 
the editor, is the meeting of the need that is felt for a series of commen- 
taries less critical than the International Critical Commentary and less 
didactic than the Expositor's Bible, at the same time somewhat more 
ambitious and exhaustive in their treatment than the Cambridge Bible 
for Schools and Colleges. Between these three series the up-to-date 
student of the present time is practically compelled to choose, with 
such additions as particular volumes here and there may make to his 
biblical apparatus. The present series will contain introductions stating 
the bearing of modern criticism and research upon the historical char- 
acter of the books, and drawing out the contribution which the book as 



